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nutriment. Many comforts and most luxuries had
become scarce. Even the soldiers in the field were
beginning to feel the effect of our blockade. Their
ratioji was already inferior to that of the men they
fought. On land, the Central Powers had the
advantage in the campaign of 1917. But they
achieved nothing which would bring them final
victory. They were beaten at sea and that was
decisive. The only chance the Allies ever had of
bringing the War to a successful conclusion on land
was by breaking up Austria and thus isolating
Germany. Failing that, all the Allies had to do
was just to hold on until the blockade had
completed its terrible work and until the Americans
rushed up to help in the final overthrowing of a
debilitated enemy. General Petain was the first

General to understand the Allied problem.
A successful Whilst the naval blockade was gradually
beleaguerment effecting its deadly purpose, the Allies on

land had two supreme tasks. One was to
hold the Germans on the Western Front, the other to
organise on the Eastern Front resistance which would
prevent the Central Powers from breaking through
to the granaries and oil stores of Russia* The Central
Powers were beleaguered. We had to beat off their
sorties until the exhaustion of their supplies forced
them to surrender. That was the true significance of
the virtual failure of the German submarine campaign.